‘at LSUS?! 


New venue sought for graduation 


ae Petchak 


Chancellor Vincent Marsala is 
considering changing the site of 
graduation from Shreveport Expo 
Hall, to CenturyTel Center in 
Bossier City, but says no decision 
has been made yet. 

Dr. Gloria Raines, vice chan- 
cellor of student affairs, said that 
Expo Hall is now too small for grad~- 
uation, which has grown from about 
200-300 graduates to about 350. It 
seats about 3,000 people, Raines 
said, and hundreds are still left 
standing. 

"This is a very big event for the 
graduates," Raines said. "Some 
invite their whole families and even 
their entire churches, and we want 
every guest to be able to see and 
hear the ceremony." 

The suggestion has been made 
to limit guests tol0 per graduate, but 
Raines feels graduates should be 
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by 
Jennifer Knafla 


The Student Government Asso- 
ciation Senate is discussing a 
proposal to extend the common hour 
on Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
from 50 minutes to a full hour. 

The SGA passed a bill last 
spring that recommends the 
extension. 

However, neither the Faculty 
Senate nor any other groups within 
the faculty haye come forward with 
official support of the proposal. 

"Anyone who can't figure out 
that all one has to do to extend the 
common hour is to push the morning 
classes (on Tuesdays and Thursdays) 
back 10 minutes, shouldn't be a chair 
because a student could do their 
job," said SGA Vice President Ben- 
jamin Thomas at the Sept. 19 SGA 
meeting, 

Senator Lacey Spencer likewise 
yoiced her disappointment in the ad- 
ministration, “It makes me sad that 
some administrators are so student 
unfriendly.” 

The problem is one of schedul- 
ing, according to Dr. Stuart Mills, 
provost and vice chancellor for acad- 
emic affairs. 

"While 10 minutes might help 
the problem of student organizations 
not having enough time to meet, it 
definitely won't solve the problem," 
said Mills, who said that extending 
the common hour would present 
more problems than solutions. 

While Mills said that he under- 


able to invite as many guests as they 
wish. 

A feasibility study submitted by 
Erica Eakin, a senior at LSUS, rec- 
ommends moving the ceremony be- 
cause of limited seating and parking 
at Expo Hall. 


Common H 


President Jeff Strozier suggested in jest that the SGA should work 
with SOC in organizing a protest for common hour extension. 


stands the need’ fonalonger meeting 
time for clubs and organizations, he 
said that he does not believe that 10 
minutes will be truly effective in al- 
lowing organizations to complete 
their business. 

"| myself am involved in orga- 
nizations, and we try to hold 
meetings no longer than an hour. But 
in all honesty meetings are longer 
than 60 minutes,” Mills said. “They 
generally run about an hour and a 
half." 

Brad Craft, chairman for the 
SGA academic affairs committee, 
had a meeting with Mills before the 


event staff, stagehands and a half- 
house curtain would bring the cost 
up to $6,000, according to the study. 
The Expo Hall waives the rent 
for LSUS, so it usually costs about 
$1,000, Raines said. 
However, LSUS employees are 


"| concur with the alumni board that it is 
more exciting to be overcrowded than 
seemingly lost in a large empty space." 


~ Glenda Erwin 


associate vice chancellor for 
development, alumni and 


community relations 
a 


In the study, Eakin found that 
the minimum cost to use CenturyTel 
Center, which seats up to 14,000, is 
about $2,500 to $3,000. This 
includes set-up and energy fee, 
clean-up and rent. Other options 
such as police and EMS service, 


needed at the ceremony to set up and 
clean, whereas this is all included 
with the CenturyTel center. 

Glenda Erwin, associate vice 
chancellor for development, alumni 
and community relations hopes the 
move will be reconsidered. 


Photo by Matt Morris 


Sept. 19:SGA meeting and reported’ 
back to the senate that Mills said that 
there was a possibility of removing 
common hour altogether with thé in- 
crease in enrollment. 

Mills said that the SGA wants 
more time from an already shrinking 
schedule. 

The university currently has 
about 4,200 students enrolled. Mills 
said that if LSUS's enrollment 
increases to 4,800, then 
consideration will have to be given 
to the removal of com:. *on hour. 


Contin: ed on pg. 4 


"I concur with the alumni board 
that it is more exciting to be 
overcrowded than seemingly lost in 
a large empty space,” Erwin said. 

The downtown parking 
situation has improved. Eventually 
the ceremony will probably be 
moved to the new convention center 
that is being built, Erwin said. 
"LSUS is located in Shreveport,” Er- 
win added, "so a Shreveport location 
would seem more appropriate." 

In addition, the commencement 
reception held by the Alumni Asso- 
ciation will probably be 
discontinued if the event is moved to 
CenturyTel, Erwin said. 

Raines said that if graduation is 
moyed to CenturyTe] Center, it can 
always be moved back to Shreveport 
when the convention center opens. 

"| think the move is a great 
idea,” said Ginny Pace, senior edu- 
cation major. "Although, | have al- 
ways wanted to graduate at the 
Strand Theatre. { wonder if that has 
been considered.” 


THE ALMAGEST 


The Almagest 


(“al-meh-jest". n):Arabic: “The Majestic” 
any of several medieval treatises on a branch of knowledge 
(as the 9th century Arabic translation of Ptolemy's 
Greek work on astronomy) 
~ Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 
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The Almagest Letters 
Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please include 
your class and major field of study. Letters should be submitted to 
the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding 
the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous 
letters may not be printed, The Almagest reserves the right to edit 
letters. 


Nobody! 
(Until you make yourself heard.) 


Write us a letter! 


email us at almagest@pilot.isus.edu 
or stop by Bronson Hall 344 


Who cares what you think? 


From the editor 


@ The administrators 
need to listen to the 
opinions of students 


Last week we witnessed students doing something 
that is fairly rare on this campus: saying what they really 
think. 

Several SGA senators expressed their discontent 
with the administration over the lack of response to their 
proposal to extend the common hour. 

When our representatives in the Student Govern- 
ment feel that the administration of LSUS doesn’t care 
about its students, something is seriously wrong. 

These are the students who have the most contact 
with the administration, and if they feel their concerns 
are not being addressed then the rest of the students don’t 
even have a chance: 

Unfortunately the administration has a tendency to 
ignore the SGA unless it involves a proposal to increase 
student fees. 

It seems like to those in the ivory tower of the ad- 
ministration building, SGA should act as a rubber stamp 
for whatever agenda the vice chancellors have decided 
the university should pursue. 

If students don’t play along, the administration isn’t 
interested. 

Though Dr. Stuart Mills, the provost and vice chan- 
cellor of academic affairs and the person to whom the 
common hour proposal is addressed, has met with indi- 
vidual senators, he has not come to a meeting of the SGA 
and discussed the proposal with the students. 

It seems like student opinion on this matter should 
be expressed in a public forum, and if Mills is confident 
that his case against the common hour extension is valid 
she should be able to explain it to the SGA. 

The argument the SGA makes is that 50 minutes is 
not long enough to hold a meeting and get to classes on 
time. 

Mills says that 10 more minutes won't make much 
difference because in order to run an effective meeting it 
takes more like an hour and a half. 

Well, this is true for faculty meetings. Professors 
have a tendency to discuss every little issue to death, and 
most of the meetings Mills is talking about have a lot of 
business to cover. 

The meetings for the technology fee, student activi- 
ties fee and athletic fee committees are usually held in 
the afternoon because budgetary issues are incredibly 
complicated and shouldn't be rushed. The same goes for 
the Faculty Senate. 

Faculty can have meetings any time they want. 
They work for the university, and most of them are here 
during the day anyway. 

Most students at LSUS rush from class to get to 
work on time and cannot spend afternoons hanging 
around campus. 

For the purposes of the SGA and other student orga- 
nizations, an hour is enough time to handle all their busi- 
ness. The Student Organizations Counci] has meetings 
on Friday afternoons and they are rarely longer than 50 
minutes, 

What the extra 10 minutes would do is give students 
who are involved in many organizations a chance to get 
to their 11:15 (or 11:25, if the proposal could go through) 
classes on time. 

For a university that babies our students with atten- 
dance policies and penalizes students for being late to 
class, we need to make it easier for students who choose 
to become leaders also to be successful students. 

It is ridiculous that the students who are supposed to 
be the prime example of what LSUS can create cannot 


Clarifications 


In our first issue of the semester we spelled student government President Jeff Strozier’s name wrong three times in the story on SGA is holding online vot- 
ing. Also, in the last two issues we neglected to include some information for the Baptist Student Union and Biology and Health Sciences Club in the calendar 
of events. We would like to include as much information as possible in the calendar of events, though sometimes we overlook things. 

Some people have told us that they think no one reads the clarifications section of the newspaper. This is a shame because this is the part of the paper 
where we correct the mistakes we have made in past issues, when we can. It is our hope to have a mistake-free newspaper, but this is virtually impossible. We 
are students and correcting our mistakes is part of the learning process. Please tell us when we make mistakes because it is our duty to give you the most accu- 


rate information we can provide. 


get to class on time because they are trying to finish the 
business of the students. 

It is almost as if the administration is actively dis- 
couraging student involvement in such organizations as 
SGA by making it harder for students to become in- 
volved. 

With a limited meeting time, the opportunities for 
student leaders to express their gpinions are cut short. 
This makes things simple for the administration because 
the less dissent they hear the better. 

Most students wouldn't recognize the chancellor or 
vice chancellors if they were standing right next to them. 

It is rare to see the administrators outside of the ad- 
ministration building. It isn’t hard to wonder how people 
who very rarely have contact with students can possibly 
make decisions for them. 

It is no wonder the administration doesn’t feel like 
there is adequate student support to change the things the 
administration doesn't feel like changing. The adminis- 
tration rarely hears from students, 

_ It was encouraging to us to see the students in the 
SGA meeting express themselves without worrying 
about whether they are making the university look good 
or what the repercussions against them may be. 

SGA is holding elections for new senators at large 
from Oct. | - 14. This is a chance to enfuse the SGA with 
new blood and new ideas. 

Students should ask the candidates what issues they 
think are important in the coming year and be sure that 
their concems are being addressed. And of course it is up 
to you to exercise your right to vote and choose who you 
think represents you. 

The Faculty Senate is meeting Monday, Oct. 14 at 
1:30 p.m. in the Webster Room of the UC. Students who 
would like the common hour issue to continue to be ad- 
dressed by the Faculty Senate should plan to attend this 
meeting and voice their concerns. 

The students of LSUS seem less and less willing to 
express themselves. 

Looking over the last three years of Almagests I see 
a very strange trend. We have increased circulation by 
100 percent since f started working for the paper, but we 
rarely get letters to the editor. 

When the notorious Rogers brothers, my mentors, 
were wreaking havoc on a weekly basis, the outcry was 
tremendous. 

But over the last year I’ve been lucky to get one let- 
ter a week. It makes me wonder if I’m doing something 
wrong. 

Is the student body of LSUS afraid to speak out? 

Do students feel like it is pointless to express them- 
selves because their thoughts will be suppressed any- 
way? 

Is apathy reaching epidemic proportions? 

Though the administration may not leave their 
building to come mingle with the students, students can 
use the Almagest to get their attention. 

During faculty meetings, professors and adminis- 
trators alike have an Almagest handy for those dull mo- 
ments of procedure and policy. 

Students who don’t feel like they are represented 
should represent themselves directly by sending letters 
to the editor. 

This is your chance to use your first amendment 
rights and let the administration, faculty, staff and other 
students know what you think. 

Don't be afraid to disagree, question authority and 
present your own opinions. 

The university is supposed to be a center for the free 
exchange of ideas, but it cannot be so if people are afraid 
or unwilling to speak out. 

-mm 
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Letter to the editor 


What is peace? Peace can be defined as the state of living in the 
absence of war. It can also be defined as the presence of social justice. For 
example, if two people extremely angry at each other decide to talk through 
their differences instead of fighting, their decision can be thought of as 
peaceful. 

I recently realized that peace is not something that people on this cam- 
pus feel comfortable standing for. After attending a couple of LSUS organi- 
zation meetings, my ideas for organizing a peace event were not successful. 
In one group I was told that I should bring them some more information on 
the issue. The next organization decided that doing a peace event would 
“create factions in the organization." 1 do not think that these organizations 
are in any-way indifferent to the student body of LSUS. What I'm saying is 
that I think this is a fair representation of LSUS. Peace is too controversial 
and when this generation witnesses its Vietnam, we can say aren't we glad 
we didn't ask for peace. 

The attitude of this student body consists of this quote, "O that's politi- 
cal. We don't want to get in trouble." If you the reader feel this is not your 
worldview, then stand up and say what we on the left continue to say, 
"Peace is the only way to resolve problems.” : 

The war with Iraq is going to be vicious and hundreds of thousands of 
people will be killed. I've read of an America that stopped a war. It is just 
that when the torch is passed to the next generation are they going to remain 
as they are now: spineless. My hope is that this incites people to say what 
only strong people are willing to say, "We choose PEACE not OIL!" 


Quinton Bell 
Sophomore History Major 
"Radical Advocate for Peace" 


that these honored dead shall 
net have died in vain; that this 
nation under God, shall have 
@ naw birth of freadom; and 
thet government of the peopis, 
by the people, and for the people, 
shall net parish from the earth.’’ 
seaaeoen as aompeanda This:artwork was created by Mike Pizzolato, a journal- 
November t¢, 1863 ism student at LSUS, in memory of the events of 


9/11/01. Because of space constraints, we were unable 
to publish it in full until this week. 


Sat. Sept. 28 


Cartoon by Abe Fashho 


Sun. Sept. 29 


Thurs. Sept. 26 
10:30 a.m. 

Bible Fellowship 
Pilots Room 


SGA Meeting 
Webster Room 


Fall Fiesta 


Fri Sept. 27 


7 p.m. 3 p.m. 
“the Waiting Room” “the Waiting Room” 


UC Theater 
Adults $10 

bia Ec 
Call 797-5318 


7 p.m. 

the Waiting Room” 
UC Theater 

Adults $10 
Students/Military/Seniors 


$5 
Call 797-5318 


Calendar 
of events 


Students/Military/Seniors 
Cali 797-5318 


7 p.m. 
Chi Alpha 
DeSoto Room 


9 ee 
BCM Crossroads 


All events are in the University Center unless otherwise indicated. 
if your organization would like to be featured in the calendar of 
events email us at almagest@pilot./sus.edu. 


Mon. Sept. 30 | Tues. Oct. 1 Thurs. Oct. 3 Fri. Oct. 4 Sun. Oct. 6 


9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 10:30 a.m. 12 p.m. 
Career Fair Bible Fellowship SOC Meeting 
In the rooms on the Pilots Room Webster Room 
second floor of UC 


BHS Club 
SC 229 


SGA Meeting 
Webster Room 


BSA Meeting 
Red River Room 


9 p.m. 
Crossroads 
BCM 


10:30 a.m. 
SAB Meeting 
DeSoto Room 


7 p.m. 
Worship Service 
BCM 


7 p.m. 
Chi Alpha 
DeSoto Room 
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Students and administrators clash over 
SGA common hour extension proposal 


Continued from pg. 1 


"As it is there are only two vi- 
able classes on Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, the 9:10 and 11:15 classes. 
Without common hour, there would 
be time for three viable classes, and 
as more students enroll and the pres- 
sure for fitting schedules into the de- 
mand increases, the possibility of 


Matt Moris 
Senator Brad Craft met with 


Provost Stuart Mills about the 
common hour extension. 


Photo 


removing common hour becomes 
more likely,” Mills said. 

"How are we supposed to have 
student involvement without a time 
to meet?" asked Ashley Sanders, 
chairwoman for the SGA student af- 
fairs committee. 

Thomas said that he believes 
Mills doesn't care if we have student 
involvement. 

Mills said that he could find” 
only two other colleges in the state 
that even allotted time for a student 
common hour, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity in Alexandria and the 


Plagiarism plague leads professors to 
form adhoc committee for prevention 


by 
Jessica Beech 


Recently, the concern over pla- 
giarism has become alarming on our 
campus. More and more students are 
turning in papers that do not meet 
the standards of a typical college 
course. 

The faculty senate has agreed to 
form an adhoc committee to look 
into the problem. 

The goal of the committee is to 
come up with some type of informa- 
tional product that can be given to 
students. 

Stephanie Cochrane, senior bi- 
ology major, has taken all of her 
English courses here at LSUS, but 
she does not recall any professor 
ever going over MLA or APA format 
in detail. 

Some professors have even 
started putting MLA or APA 
information on their Blackboard 
pages. 

Plagiarism presents two prob- 
lems. One, the Internet has made it 
extremely easy to find information 
on nearly any topic. There are web- 
sites that sell term papers on subjects 
ranging from Shakespeare to African 
wildlife. Sites are also available that 
give outlines, quotes and sources on 


University of New Orleans, "Before 
the common hour, Friday afternoons 
were cleared of most classes, which 
created meeting time, but people 
don't want to meet then," Mill said. 

Mills said that only small seg- 
ments of the student body seems to 
be in favor of the change. “Outside 
of the SGA, I have not heard any 
complaints from students about the 
length of the common hour,” said 
Mills. "Now I do receive complaints 
about the limited variety offered 
with scheduling.” 

Craft proposed conducting a 
survey asking students whether they 
want an extension of common hour 
or not. 

Common hour was first imple- 
mented on the LSUS campus in the 
spring of 1985. 

Through a recommendation of 
the SGA, the deans’ council passed a 
bill that prohibited classes to be 
scheduled between 12:30 p.m. and 2 
‘p.m, on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

It was in the spring of 1987 
when the deans’ council changed the 
common hour to its present time. 

Mills, who is not in favor of the 
extension, said that the deans’ coun- 
cil does not back the proposal of 
adding 10 minutes to the existing 
common hour. 

SGA President Jeff Strozier 
suggested to the senators that a 
protest be staged with the help of the 
SOC at the next faculty senate meet- 


__ing to show support of the proposal. 


Dr. Gloria Raines, vice chancel- 
lor for student affairs and SGA ad- 
viser, said that she advised against 
such a demonstration calling the 
possible act silly and saying that in 


any topic for free. However, there 
are also websites available to help 
professors.According to 
www.plagiarism.org, Louisiana has 
one of the highest rates of cheating. 

It also has one of the highest 
numbers of professors checking out 
the site. Plagiarism.org and 
Turnitin.com are just two of the sites 
that can be used to fight cheaters. 

A simple copy and paste and 
these sites can tell exactly where the 
information came from. 

This also allows professors to 
check out whether or not students 


Vice Chancellor Gloria Raines advised the SGA to address their con- 
cerns to the Faculty Senate through an official resolution. 


the end it would probably hurt the 
SGA's cause. 

In other business, SGA senator 
at large elections will be held 
through Blackboard from Oct. | to 
14. Twenty-four students have regis- 
tered to run in the fall elections for 
senators. There are 16 positions 
available. 

In other business, Chancellor 
Vincent Marsala has suggested to the 
SGA that the students petition the 
city of Shreveport for a traffic light 
to be installed at the intersection of 
Kings Hwy. and University Place by 
the new Baptist Collegiate Ministry 
building. The city has already 
refused one request for such a traffic 
light. 

In an attempt to catch the stu- 
dents’ eye, SGA is considering 
putting a new sign outside its office 
door on the second floor of the UC. 
Proposed by SGA secretary Heather 
Kleckinger, the new sign would cost 


are using the correct sources and 
whether or not they are paraphrasing 
or quoting directly. The second ma- 
jor problem is whether students 
know about the LSUS Student Con- 
duct Code's definition of the word 
plagiarism. 

Lacey Spencer, sophomore bi- 
ology major, and Johnathan 
Mclsaac, a junior in Liberal Arts, 
both thought that plagiarism meant 
intentionally trying to pass off some- 
one else's work as your own. 

Their belief is only half of the 
full truth. According to section 


Photo by Matt Morris 


about $300. 

As an 8-by-2 foot framed blue 
plexiglass piece containing the giant 
letters SGA, the sign, said Strozier, 
would act as a permanent 
replacement to the paper cut-outs 
currently marking the SGA's office. 

Craft said that the sign would 
not help to draw attention to the of- 
fice or even let students know where 
the office is. 

“People who are involved 
already know where the office is," 
Craft said. "And to those that aren't 
observant enough to see the big bul- 
letin board (currently outside the 
door), the sign isn't going to matter." 

While Raines said that the price 
seemed rather high for a sign, Strozi- 
er said that for $300 the sign would 
be nice. The senate tabled the 
discussion until its next meeting and 
adjourned without addressing all of 
its new business when common hour 
ended. 


5.b.13 of the student conduct code, 
plagiarism is “unacknowledged in- 
clusion, in work submitted for credit, 
of someone else's words, ideas, or 
data...” Intent is not mentioned. 

The difference is that you could 
unknowingly plagiarize a paper. 

Students who write a paper 
without regard to a specific writing 
style, MLA or APA, are considered 
cheaters, 

Even with no intent to steal 
someone else's work, a student may 
still be in violation of the student 
conduct code. 


aCADE trains 


ch Soke 
online courses. 


program has strict standards that 
‘each distance-learning educator 
must follow and provides ongo- 
‘ing ‘taining to professors. 


~ LaCADE consists ofa ld- 


‘module program that is designed - 
‘to provide distance-learning pro- 
-fessors with informational skills 
based on statewide need assess- 
‘ment. 

LaCADE was eccenially de- 
veloped to help prokessors help 
“students. 

Professors who complete 
LaCADE receive needed training 
that will allow them to more ef- 

fectively communicate with stu- 
dents while teaching distance 
dearning courses: 

Four professors fi 
participated in the LaCADE pro- 
‘gram: Dr. Cay Evans, professor 
of education, Dr. Merrell Knight- 
en, dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, Dr. Norman Dolch, profes- 
sor of sociology, and Dr. Robb 
Wilson, professor of chemistry. 

Dr, Donna Austin, associate 

professor of management and the 
director of the Teaching, Leam- 
ing and Technology Center, 
helped develop LaCADE. 

- “LaCADE is a great - 
program, and I enjoyed the ho 
of being one of the module dev. 
opers for the program,” Austin 

said. 


_Knighten said he also 
enjoyed the LaCADE program 
“The program was both 
th Ipful and informative," Kn ght 


He said that online jeachine 
‘requires a lot of planning, and the 
‘LaCADE program helped him 
“with the planning stages for his — 
online course, English 205. 
oon a to continue 
: 1 of online training 
for profesaars, the Louisiana 
: Fouad of Regents awarded 
additional funding to 
‘continue the program. 
as CADE. program par- 
| ticipants consisted of universities 
within Louisiana. : 

The schools in attendance 
included Louisiana State Univer- 
sity of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, 
Alexandria and Eunice, as well as 
Louisiana Tech, Baton Rouge 
Community College and the Uni- 
versity of New Orleans. 
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SHRM hunts for serious students 


by 
Carla Seymour 


The Society for Human 
Resource Management is a national 
program at LSUS that promotes pro- 
fessional development for students 
involved in the field of business. 

According to the president of 
SHRM, Robert Suttle, "There have 
been many success stories of 
students who have been involved 
with SHRM.” 

More specifically, it is a 
program that offers scholarship op- 
portunities, resumé development, 
networking conferences and much 
more. 

“Human resource skills are im- 
portant and beneficial to any career 
in business," Suttle said. "That is one 
reason this program is so 
successful." 

SHRM is an organization that 
has been recognized nationwide for 
its popularity. 

According to the Society for 
Human Resource Management is the 
world's largest association devoted 
to human resource management. 

The chapter at LSUS is no ex- 
ception, 

SHRM at LSUS has remained 
popular among students, Suttle said. 

This is evident by the campus 
awards the organization has 
received, such as Organization of the 
Year 2001-2002. 

SHRM'’s adviser, Dr. Lisa 
Burke, assistant professor of 
management/marketing was co-re- 
cipient of SOC Advisor of the Year 
2001-2002. 

Suttle said the LSUS chapter of 


HUGE MOUNTAINS! 


NATIONAL COLLEGE WEEK 
$4 g Le Oe ee J 
4-B88EJ-SKITHIS (1-208-754-2447 


CANCUN % ACAPULCO % JAMAICA. 


EARN CASH, GO FREE! 
CALL TODAY FOR DETAILS! 


SHRM has also been nationally rec- 
ognized. 

It received the Award of Merit 
for Professional Operation 2001- 
2002 and continues to receive supe- 
rior merit recognition from the 
national board of SHRM. 

The SHRM chapter at LSUS 
has a history of being very involved 
on campus, Suttle said, 

SHRM spor-sored the "Favorite 
Professor Dunking Booth" last year 
at the Spring Fling. They also have a 
booth set up in the University Center 
to help inform students about their 
organization. 

"Although we stay very 
involved on campus, the best way to 
find out about SHRM is to come to 


one of the regular meetings that are 
held on campus during common 
hour," Suttle said. 

"That way you have the chance 
to get feedback from the students al- 
ready involved and can ask any 
questions that you may have." 

Suttle said that the next meeting 
is being held in the business and ed- 
ucation building during common 
hour on Thursday, Sept. 26. 

Students who become involved 
with SHRM, will definitely benefit 
from its activities, said Suttle. 

According to the LSUS SHRM 
website, in addition to the campus 
meetings, The Society of Human Re- 
source Management sponsors a 
monthly speaker luncheon with their 


professional chapter at the Universi- 
ty Club downtown. 

This gives members a chance to 
network with local professionals that 
have already been successful in the 
human resource field. 

To join SHRM, pick up an ap- 
plication on the first floor of the 
business and education building. 

Membership fees are $35 annu- 
ally, and the requirements for mem- 
bership include being enrolled for at 
least six credit hours per term ina 
degree-seeking program and course- 
work that supports a demonstrated 
interest in SHRM. 

For more information, contact 
Suttle at 347-8306 or Burke at 797- 
5185. 


Paleontologist Paul Sereno se: encountered some #' 


6f the weirdest creatures that ever walked the earth. Yet sonte of the scariest 


things he’s discovered aren’t likely to become extinct anytime soon. Sad to say, 


mutual fund management fees will probably outlast us all. That's why Dr. Sereno 


was afraid of getting eaten alive, sone tunes 


to a company famous for keeping the costs down. That meant more money for 


him. and less forthe monsters. 


Log on for ideas, advice, and results. TIAA-CREF.org or call (800) 842-2776 


— 


Managing money for peaple 


with other things to think-ab 


Paul Serane hecanu a participant in 1987, TIAA-CREF ing 
ervices, tng, distribute teuurities products © 2 
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‘The Waiting Room’ a dark comedy that 
offers comments about the price of beauty 


by 
J Willoughby 


After weeks of intense prepara- 
tion, constructing sets and hours of 
rehearsals, “The Waiting Room” is 
open. 

Last Friday marked the opening 
night of LSUS’s production of Lisa 
Loomer’s “The Waiting Room,” di- 
rected by communications instructor 
Mary “Jorji” Jarzabek. 

The play is a dark comedy 
about the timeless pursuit of beauty 
and perfection. It looks at the lives 
of three different women, from dif- 
ferent time periods and cultures, who 
have all changed something about 


themselves for the sake of 
appearance. 

Loomer uses the characters to 
show the pressure that is put upon 
women to be beautiful in the eyes of 
society. 

The cast, made up of actors 
from’ both LSUS and the Shreveport- 
Bossier area, includes a strong 
female ensemble with Reagan Cas- 
sanova as Victoria, Monica Burton, 
mass communications major, as For- 
giveness From Heaven, Andria Fluo- 
mey as Brenda and Stacey Bass, 
sociology major as Bridget and 
Cerise. 

The male members of the cast 
are Eugen Crook as Dr. McCaskill, 
Don McCoy as Oliver and Blessing 


From Heaven, Charles Montgomery 
as Larry and Danny Rogers, a fresh- 
man, as Ken. 

~The cast was diverse, mixing 
both experienced and virgin actors 
as well as students and local 
residents. 

This allowed for the perfect 
vibe for this play, fresh and cutting 
edge, though with a serious 
backbone. 

Jarzabek did a good job meld- 
ing the cast, They seemed to have a 
good sense of not only their abilities, 
but of those around them, 

This level of knowledge and 
comfort between the actors added a 
sense of realism, giving the audience 
the feeling that the characters knew 


Photos by Chris Alexander 


A moment in the locker room becomes a debate over medical ethics and the role of the government in the 
selection of treatment options in Lisa Loomer’s “The Waiting Room,” which continues this weekend. 


LSU in Shreve 


International Lincain Center 


Washington “Semester” 
interim between Spring Semester and Term 1 Summer 


AN EXPERIENCE NO CLASSROOM CAN OFFER! 
The United States Congress 


The White House 


The United States Supreme Court 
The Library of Congress 


The Smithsonian 


The Kennedy Center for Perfc 
The National Archives 
The National Museum 


The Folger S 
The Lincoln 
The Jeffer 
The Wa 


American Studies 


For information contact Dr. Pederson @ wpedersoGpilot.lsus.edu or (318) 797-5138 


each other as well. 

Though familiarity was present 
in the first act, it came off stronger 
in the second as the actors seemed to 
get into their characters. 

Sara Moseley, a freshman busi- 
ness major, said, “Loomer wrote a 
play full of impact. I think that the 
actors did an excellent job of relay- 
ing her message.” 

The mostly young cast did a 
solid job portraying the modern 
characters. 

They were able to believably 
nail the punch lines of the play’s 
many sarcastic and dark jokes. 
Though the humor got a response, it 
was probably the seriousness of the 
play that held the audience the 
strongest. 

. Shanté Caldwell was convinc- 
ing as Wanda, the modern woman 
recently diagnosed with breast can- 
cer, doing an excellent job of 
expressing the denial that is common 
to those recently diagnosed with a 
serious illness. 

Towards the end of the piece, at 
the arrival of the main characters’ in- 
evitable futures, the look of sad un- 
derstanding of their plight was 
evident. 

What had been a fairly noisy 
audience through most of the play 
quickly silenced at the end, with the 
exception of the laughs garnered by 
the off-the-wall, opium-laced com- 
ments of Forgiveness From Heaven, 
played by Monica Burton. 

It was the humor, which was 
prevalent during even the darkest 
points of the plot, that allowed the 


Photos by Chris Alexander 
Forgiveness from Heaven twirls 
her bandages from foot binding. 


play to present the disturbing side- 
effects of women’s pursuit of beauty, 
without evoking an audience-wide 
cry fest. 

“T enjoyed how the play relates 
serious topics through the use of hu- 
mor,” said Helen Powell, associate 
professor of sociology. 

Some people went into the U.C. 
Theatre expecting to laugh at a fun- 
ny play about trying to be beautiful. 

Others went in expecting a 
more serious play showing the plight 
of women trying to achieve the stan- 
dards of beauty that society has 
placed on them. Both walked away 
satisfied. 

The play has well thought-out 
direction, good lead actors and a 
strong supporting cast, 

“The Waiting Room” is a dark- 
ly serious, yet sarcastic tour through 
the difficulties and consequences of 
living up to society’s expectations. 


Faculty soccer team 
prepares to play ball 


any Milne 


The new faculty soccer team 
stands undefeated. Of course, it also 
stands alone. 

In a class all its own, the team 
has no other to play against. 

No matter. The faculty still con- 
tinues to practice and wait for the 
day when another team will step up 
to their challenge. 

For now the six-female and 
eight-male-team seeks to spark an 
interest in sports around campus. Al- 
though a student women's soccer 
team will not arrive until the fall of 
2003, the self-funded faculty team 
has already started toning up for 
next season, 

The group spends two hours on 
Sunday afternoons practicing on the 
fields by the HPE building. 

New professors, Wolfgang 
Hinck, assistant professor in market- 
ing, and Tim Shaughnessy, assistant 
professor in economics, developed 
the idea for a faculty soccer team 
during summer orientation. 

"I'm tall enough to play basket- 
ball, but not that good at it," Hinck 
said. "And I'm too skinny to play 


football, so soccer just comes natur- 
al for me." 

Hinck, who is the team's coach, 
was the goalkeeper for his university 
in Germany which placed fourth na- 
tionwide. 

"J joined the team because | 
like to run, and I want to keep in 
shape," said Sibylle Emerson, 
instructor of 
maragement/marketing. 

Members of the team also 
include Douglas Bible,of the 
economics and finance; Diane Boyd, 
of the english; Lisa Burke,of manag- 
ment and marketing; Jesse De Mel- 
lo, kinesiology/health science; 
Blake Dunnavent, history; Ken Mas- 
ters and Sanjay Menon, from man- 
agement and marketing; Jaime 
Prince, mathematics and computer 
science; Ruth Ray, of education; He- 
len Taylor, of english and Marjan 
Trutschl, of math and computer sci- 
ence, 

Any group of students or facul- 
ty is encouraged to come and partic- 
ipate. 

Although most current 
members work in the college of 
business, the team is still recruiting 
new players. 
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by 
Angela Gehrls 


Some say they sound like Tool, 
but that's not entirely true. Others 
compare them to Incubus, but that's 
not accurate either. Some have even 
been so bold to say they're straight- 
up Blink 182 rip-offs. Totally false. 

Built For Speed describes its 
sound as "Too! meets Fuel through 
Weezer and De Grohl was hanging 
out with them and they were playing 
Led Zeppelin covers." 

Each member puts a little bit of 
his own influences-ranging from 
classic rock to alternative to punk- 
into the music, which is what makes 
the band’s style unique. 

Made up of vocalist/rhythm 
guitarist Jonathan Brasell, lead gui- 
tarist Cook Allender, bassist Scott 
Seyfried and drummer Chad Alexan- 
der, BFS is slowly making its mark 
on the Shreveport music scene. 

"We have a huge fan-base in 
East Texas," both Brasell and 
Seyfried said, “and a large number 
of fans in Monroe and Ruston." 
However, the band seems to be hay- 
ing more difficulty gaining that kind 
of support where it matter most, here 
in their hometown. 

"We have fans that have done 
some pretty crazy things to make it 
to Shreveport for one of our shows," 
said Seyfried. 

Brasell said one fan even rode 
here from Longview in the trunk of a 
car just to see them play. They even 
have a young fan they've dubbed 
"Josh the Roadie" who comes to 


Biwilt 


most of their 
shows just to help 
them set up and 

tear down equip- 
ment. 4 
Although the F 
local music scene F 
seems reluctant to fF 
accept good origi- 
nal music, BFS § 
has made progress 
since the release earlier this year of 

their CD entitled "Above the Law." 

The band made the top 10 in 
K94.5's Ark-La-Tex Idol competition 
and put on an amazing performance 
in the finals held at Pierre Bossier 
Mall on Sept. 14, only to lose to the 
four-guy singing group Prism, 

There was some controversy 
the day following the contest, when 
K94.5 posted BFS as the winners of 
the contest on the station's website. 

Allender said he believed that 
their score sheet somehow got lost, 
since they went on first, but when 
Seyfried called the radio station the 
DJ confirmed that Prism was indeed 
the winner. 

"The DJ said he didn't know 
how that got on the website," said 
Seyfried. "People were calling us all 


day congratulating us, so we figured 
they actually had lost our score 
sheet, found it after the winners were 
announced, then re-tallied the scores 
and discovered we'd actually won." 

That was not the case, but the 
publicity they received from the sta- 
tion's mistake has not hurt the band 
at all. If anything, it has given the 
members something new to write 
about. Brasell, who writes most of 
the lyrics for the band, is no stranger 
to finding creative inspiration. 

"We usually write the music 
first, then I'll come up with lyrics 
later," Brasell said. Most of his lyrics 
come from personal and band expe- 
riences, and all of the songs have 
depth and meaning. 

"We like to keep everything di- 
gestible," Brasell said. "We like to 
play a little bit of everything as op- 


y Playing just 
straight-up 
mainstream." 
This holds true 
with the band’s CD. 
It contains a variety 
jof sounds including 
Seyfried's and 
= Alexander's hard- 
hitting bass and 
drum rhythms in "Gasoline" and 
"Mr. Nice Guy," Allender's haunting 
guitar in "Worlds Apart" and 
Brasell's melodic harmonies in "One 
Last Stop." "Waking Up" has a Foo 
Fighters feel to it, and "Breathe" 
sends out a bit of a Tool vibe with its 
heavy rhythm guitar, along with its 
Jimmy Page-influenced wailing gui- 
tar solos. 

"Story's End" also has a story of 
its own. It was written before the at- 
tacks on 9/11, but the band found the 
song gained new meaning after that 
event. 

The band sent copies of this 
song to the Naval crew on the USS 
Shreveport, and the crew liked it so 
much they decided to use it as their 
theme song. 

"Whenever they came into port 


and had to leave quickly, they'd play 
our song as they were taking off," 
Seyfried said. 

BFS was also invited to 
Virginia to play this song live aboard 
the ship. 

"We drove 18 hours there, 
played a frat party, slept a little, 
played a show on the dock the next 
morning, then drove 18 hours 
home," said Seyfried. "But it was 
worth it. And it was an amazing ex- 
perience for all of us." 

The guys of BFS hope to some 
day make careers out of making mu- 
sic. Right now they all have full- 
time jobs. Allender is the 
promotions/road manager/all- 
purpose guy for the band, Seyfried 
and Brasell both work at Caddo 
Paint and Chad Alexander is a 
Shreveport Firefighter. And they all 
believe that original music often 
goes unappreciated in Shreveport. 

Alexander said, "I believe being 
ina cover band is like Andre Agassi 
playing terinis wearing Addidas in- 
stead of Nike. It's comfortable to use 
other peoples’ stuff, but it's just not 
what we like or what we're used to." 

Show support for local original 
music and buy a CD, available for 
only $10 through the band's website, 
builtforspeedmusic.com or by com- 
ing to one of their shows. 

Upcoming shows include Flan- 
nigan’s on October 3rd, XFest 
around mid-October (visit the web- 
site for details) and the Ceed reunion 
on Halloween at 516 Soundstage. 

BFS is currently writing new 
songs for its next CD. 


SAB brings Everclear as 
Par of extended programs 


The band Everclear will 
perform at LSUS in one of the many 
events planned this semester by the 
Student Activities Board. 

Everclear, who will play on 
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m., will not bring an 
opening act, so a Battle of the 
Bands will take place on Oct. 9 
to determine the opener. 

Student Activities will 
accept CD demos from bands 
wishing to participate, and seven 
or ¢ight will be selected for the 
competition. The winner of the 
battle will be paid to open the 
show for Everclear. 

"Fiesta Fever" will take 
place Sept. 26 from 10:30 to 
11:30 a.m. and will feature a 
mariachi band, pifiatas, and Mex- 
ican appetizers. The two pifiatas 
will be filled with candy, gift cer- 
tificates, and LSUS logo items. 
SAB is incorporating such 
culturally diverse events this 
year, including activities for Chi- 
nese New Year and Black Histo- 
ty Month, which are being 
planned for next semester. 

The Chicago Comedy Troup 
will begin "Fall Fest" week with an 
improvisational performance similar 
to the television show, “Whose Lire 
is it Anyway?" The group will per- 
form a “teaser" during the day and a 
full night show, both on Oct. 22. 

A "drive-in" movie will be 
shown on the mall in front of the 


University Center on both Thursday 
and Friday of Fall Fest. The movie 
shown on Thursday will be scary, 
and the one on Friday will be suited 
for young Viewers so students can 
bring their children. SAB is working 
to include more activities like this in 
which all students, including those 
with children or who only attend 


Everclear 


night classes, will be able to partici- 
pate. 

On Friday, fried fish and beer 
will be served, while bands perform 
live. Various activities will be set up 
for students including booths for 
wax hands, a caricature artist, 


airbrush tattoos and Ultimate Imag- 
ing. Ultimate Imaging places the 
subject in a realistic looking photo- 
graph at a casino, standing in the 
midst of dinosaurs, or in the middle 
of a professional sports game. 

Every Thursday when no other 
activities are taking place, SAB will 
sponsor “Port Unplugged" and have 
some kind of food or activity for 
the students. On Oct. 31, "Port 
Unplugged" is planned to have a 
Halloween theme, with a 
costume contest, bobbing for ap- 
ples, a pumpkin carving contest 
and other Halloween-inspired ac- 
tivities and treats. 

Kathleen Grimmett, 
assistant director of student 
activities, said the events that 
have already taken place this 
year have gone very well. 
"We've had more attendance than 
we prepared for, and 
considerably more than last year, 
which is great!," Grimmet said. 

"Kick-off Kaos," " Welcome 
Back Bash," and the "Port 
Unplugged," featuring karaoke 
and a special video commemorat- 
ing 9/11, are just some of the ac- 
tivities that have been going on 
already this semester. 

Shannon Murphy, director of 
student activities, would like to re- 
mind students that flu shots will be 
given on Oct. 29, from 9.a.m. to | 
p.m, or until all the shots are gone. 
"This isn't one of the most fun things 
student activities is doing this 
semester, but the shots are really 
beneficial," Murphy said. 
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By Scott and Failey Jenny the Guinea 


ONE CUP OF 
COFFEE, PLEASE 


HEY, THIS TASTES 
BETTER THAN USUAL! 


Photo by Chris Alexander 


This picture was taken on campus over the 
weekend. After many failed attempts of photograph- 
ing this elusive creature, we got this photo. But we 
are unsure of this animal's true nature. 

Good or Evil? 


WELL, WE SHOOT 
TO KILL/ 
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